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“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! ‘For
who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has
been his counselor?’ ‘Or who has given a gift to
him that he might be repaid?’ For from him and
through him and to him are all things. To him be
glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:33-36).

It was Monday afternoon 30 July, 2007 in downtown Chicago, U.S.A. The
weather was lovely—not a cloud in the sky. A gentle breeze made my stroll
along North La Salle Boulevard a refreshing one. Although | was still
wrestling with fatigue due to really bad jet lag, | could not resist visiting my
dream school for the first time. | had seen its campus pictures online in the
past eighteen months. However, nothing could beat being here in person.

The school finally came to my line of sight. A huge twelve-story red-brick
building stood like a fortress spanning the length of two parking lots. What
caught my attention was its signature entry—the seventeen-foot-high arch.
The inscription on the left cornerstone read,

“CROWELL HALL"

and on the right,

“A.D. 1938

THE FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH SURE. 2 TIM 2:19

JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF BEING THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE. EPH 2:20.”

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE was engraved on the curved top of the arch.

Moody Bible Institute.

| was standing at the school founded in 1886 by the great American evange-
list, D.L. Moody.

Like most pleasures, it is one thing when you are expecting it, but it is quite
another when you are experiencing it. | just could not believe my eyes that

| was here at Moody. Overwhelmed with unbelief, | froze like a statue at the
arch trying to calm the butterflies in my stomach and recalled how this
amazing journey kicked off on 29 January, 2006.

wWhat are you waiting for?

The first day of the Chinese New Year in 2006 was 29 January which fell on a
Sunday. | went to worship the Lord that morning at my home church, Tsuen
Wan Baptist Church. Unlike the previous returns from Shangdong, China,

| purposely kept the news to my family this time. As a typical ISFJ (Introvert,
Sensing, Feeling, and Judging, one of the sixteen personality types of
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, MBTI), | expend energy when interacting with a
wide circle of friends. Not wanting to be drained, | kept a low profile about
coming back to Hong Kong for a short break.

The morning service ended. | put the bulletin into my backpack, getting
ready to leave the sanctuary. A lady in the aisle greeted me with a shock on
her face.

“Hi, Samantha!”

“Hello,” | was trying to retrieve her name from my memory.

“When are you going to seminary?”



What? | was not expecting to run into someone whose name | could not
recall. Nor was | expecting this question from an acquaintance. Tongue-tied,
| smiled to cover up my puzzlement. She went on, oblivious of the awkward-
ness in the air.

“God spoke to me about you during the service this morning. Listen up. You
are to go to seminary.”

A message for me from the Lord? Going to seminary?

“I-1-1 am still waiting for the Lord’s guidance.” It was not a perfunctory
answer. | actually had been thinking about going to seminary since | returned
from the three-month short-term missions trip to Shanghai in December
2000. However, this thought had been tucked away for more than six years
for some reason.

The sister then filled in the details of the revelation. When she knew she was
to deliver the message to me, she had no idea if | would be in the congrega-
tion. That was why she looked as shocked as | was when she saw me in the
crowd after the service.

Later in the afternoon, | made a long-distance call to Chi Wah, a Hong Kong

missionary to Mongolia, to wish her a blessed Chinese New Year. Despite
the geographical distance, Chi Wah was always an encouragement to me in

my pursuit of the Lord.
“Happy Chinese New Year, Chi Wah!”

“Thank you, Wai Yu. When are you going to seminary?”

| almost dropped the receiver on the floor. The same question came to me
again within the same day. Well, to be exact, within a few hours.
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| did not believe in coincidence. God is sovereign. Everything that happens
in my life is ordained by Him. Nor did | think both the Lord’s servants had
planned this together to kind of set me up. The Lord must be up to some-
thing. Was He nudging me to take action? One thing was certain though—
| had to pray fervently for the Lord’s direction.

A couple of weeks later, | was reading Discipleship Journal at home, a
Christian magazine | subscribed to from the U.S. While | was flipping through
the pages, my eyes locked on a question that appeared in the
right-hand-side filler, “The world needs your ministry... What are you waiting
for?” Pictures of different ethnic groups in the background made the
question even more appealing. “What are you waiting for, my child?” | did
not know why, but felt the Lord was asking me this question. So | read on
and found out it was an advertisement for a school, called Moody Graduate
School (MGS), the graduate school of the Moody Bible Institute. Intrigued,

| went online to visit its official website. Among all the courses that MGS
offered, the one that attracted me most is Master of Arts in Spiritual Forma-
tion and Discipleship. In my spiritual growth and ministry experiences,

| found that helping Christians grow to be more like Christ Jesus was a
life-long process. If | were given a chance to study in seminary, this would be
something that | was looking for. Although | returned to Shandong without
taking any action at that time, | had already made a mental note of
everything | read on the website.

On 22 March, a friend of mine from home, Kam Hing, connected me with a
sister from her church who was studying at MGS. To my great surprise, the
sister was my former colleague at Chuen Yuen College, Mary. During the
30-minute long-distance phone conversation, she shared with me her
first-hand experience at Moody. | was particularly impressed with the
philosophy behind a Moody education—the 3Hs—head (biblical knowledge),
heart (spiritual formation), and hand (hands-on ministry experience). | made a
detailed entry about the conversation in my journal and kept asking the Lord
for His guidance in this matter.



